FINAL ESSAY
Write a 5-page double-spaced essay on one of the following three options.  Make it clear which option you select.  Construct your paper with care.  Work closely with the forms and texts of the course; cite your sources with proper footnotes or endnotes.  Double-sided printing is encouraged!  

1)  After this productive semester you board an airplane for somewhere.  You have a long flight ahead of you.  You sit down next to a stranger.  The stranger asks you what you have been up to.  You let it be known that you have just finished a course on Hinduism.  "Oh," remarks the stranger, "tell me about it.  What is Hinduism?"  How would you reply?  What would you say are the most important issues with which Hindus struggle?  How are these issues expressed?  In what ways do Hindus struggle with them?  Your challenge is to characterize what you believe to be the core of Hinduism while giving a sense of the vast diversity of the Hindu tradition(s), to explore the various turns and options that appear within what we call Hinduism.  It just so happens that you have with you all the books from the Hinduism course to refer to throughout your discussion.  Specifically, you are to write a term paper which you think best characterizes the main features of Hinduism; cover points that are common to the various traditions, but also major points of diversity.  

**Important note:  What we have studied since the last essay should be foremost in your mind.  You should therefore give greater emphasis to the materials relating to the theistic cults of Krishna, Shiva, and the Goddesses.  That is, don't be repetitious.  Simply refer to what you have already written about in the two earlier essays in the briefest manner possible.  The aim here is reflect on those dimensions of the Hindu tradition that you have not yet written about.

2)  We have given attention throughout the course to the creative tension that exists within the Hindu tradition between "renunciation" and "life in the world."  Write a term paper that explores this theme in detail.  What important issues are involved in this tension?  Think of such phenomena as the form and meaning of a Hindu temple, the artistic representations of Shiva, the ways of the goddess Kali, the love play of Radha and Krishna, the various moves of Shiva in the religion of Braj, and the stories of Vishnu's maya (other phenomena, such as the story of Indra and the parade of ants and the karma-yoga of the Bhagavad-gita, can also of course be brought into your essay, but again, I want you to concentrate on things you have not written on before).  Drawing on everything that you have learned in the course (e.g., the life affirming Vedic hymns, the asceticism of Upanishadic thought, etc.), compare such phenomena as listed above; each in its own way gives voice to this tension (and voice to something beyond this tension!).  What do these say about this tension?  Are renunciation and life in the world finally irreconcilable opposites for the Hindu tradition?  If not, what possibilities do the expressions above point to?  What are the implications suggested to you by these various expressions of Hinduism?

3) Explore the world of theistic Hinduism.  Reflecting on the images and conceptions of divinity that we have encountered in the course, what would you say are the defining features of Hindu theism?  How would you characterize Hindu conceptions of divinity?  What would you say are the unique features of Hindu theism (compared to other forms of theism found in world religions)?  You are expected to include the three major theistic traditions of Vaishnavism, Shaivism, and Shaktism in your answers.  Be careful to work closely with the Hindu texts and images of divinity!

***If you want your paper back, be sure to turn it in with 

a self-addressed and stamped envelope.***

IMPORTANT:

Academic Integrity:  When you submit an assignment with your name on it, you are signifying that the work contained therein is yours, unless otherwise cited or referenced. Any ideas or materials taken from another source for either written or oral use must be fully acknowledged. If you are unsure about the expectations for completing an assignment or taking a test or exam, be sure to seek clarification beforehand. All suspected violations of the Code will be handled according to University policies. Sanctions for academic misconduct may include a failing grade on the assignment, reduction in your final course grade, a failing grade in the course, among other possibilities, and must include a report to the Dean of Students, who may impose additional disciplinary sanctions.
